
Business Finances  
Another important consideration for business continuity is to have arrangements with banks, 
credit companies, and accountants for sudden cash flow needs in a disaster. Veterinarians, 
shelters, farms, and suppliers will have to maintain cash flow until business resumes. Cash flow 
is needed for the obvious recurrent bills, such as rent and service fees, but staff also need to be 
paid to help with cleaning up, filing records, answering phones, rescheduling, and booking new 
appointments. 

Before a disaster, arrangements can be made with banks, lenders, and other creditors to ensure 
that cash flow can continue and business expenses can be paid. To do this, policies and 
procedures should be established to arrange for appropriate financial transactions, including 
accounts receivable, accounts payable, payroll, and cash transactions. Many banks and other 
financial institutions offer post disaster financial assistance, the terms of which can be very 
favorable if they are worked out ahead of the disaster. State and federal disaster assistance 
centers should be consulted too. 

 



 

 



 

Several possibilities exist to defray the cost of disasters through itemized tax returns. A 
certified accountant should be consulted on possible options. Generally the amounts claimed are 
more than $100 or more than 10% of gross income that cannot be claimed by other means. After 
a federally declared disaster it is possible to amend the previous year’s tax return. However, the 
Internal Revenue Service frequently investigates claims that are greater than $5000. 
 


