Emergency Contingency Plan for Animal Care Businesses
The purpose of the Emergency Contingency Plan (ECP) is to be prepared for any type of
disaster. These could be natural disasters that affect many businesses and people in the area or
small-scale disasters that affect only one business. Examples of common local disasters in
practices and animal shelters are chemical spills, fires, and heating and cooling failure. These are
also common in large-scale disasters. The emphasis of the ECP is for individual practices to be
prepared. OSHA recommends that an ECP have a standard format in which each hazard is
addressed separately and responsibilities are clearly designated and that staff and management be
trained to an appropriate level of knowledge for each aspect of the plan.
An ECP should include a written evacuation plan and procedures for contacting the
appropriate person in an emergency, such as natural disasters, hazardous material spills,
transportation accident, injury to somebody at work, injury to clients, and danger of transmission
of zoonotic disease. The ECP should be in writing, and copies should be kept in every area of the
building.
Developing an Emergency Contingency Plan
Emergencies are common in animal care industries because employees frequently deal with
hazardous materials, such as large quantities of bleach, anesthetic gases, diluents, stains, and
toxic drugs. Also, many parts of the United States are prone to natural disasters that will affect
veterinary practices and humane shelters as much as other businesses and homes. Therefore it
should be considered an elementary safety and security measure for all employees to know how
to prevent emergencies, how to recognize them, and how to deal with them when they do occur.
One of the most important components of an ECP is the evacuation plan. Unfortunately, in
many practices and shelters evacuation planning is reduced to minimal requirements of having
evacuation routes posted in each room. Few practices have ever held drills for evacuation of
personnel, animals, and valuable items, such as medical and accounting records. To my
knowledge none of our veterinary schools have evacuated their animals in recent years as part of
a drill or discussed this with their students. The same applies to many veterinary hospitals and
humane shelters. However, emergency evacuation plans should become a standard part of
practice management and animal care. Evacuation plans also offer an opportunity to interact with
the public, media, and emergency management officials. Testing evacuation plans is educational
and can be fun.

