
Feeding Horses under Emergency Conditions 
In an emergency situation the feeding of large numbers of horses will have to be simplified and 
well managed. Horses should be fed individually or in small groups. They should be fed twice a 
day at regular intervals. If horses are fed in groups, the most aggressive ones should be fed first. 
If that is not possible, close observation at feeding time should ensure that horses allow one 
another access to feed and water. 

When horses are moved and mixed and their diets are changed, they become predisposed to 
colic, laminitis, and hyperlipidemia. Because horses coming from many different sources are 
also likely to have been fed a great variety of diets, the likelihood of dietary problems should be 
reduced by a diet for moderate energy levels. 

Under resting conditions and when ambient temperatures are greater than 40º F (4º C), a horse 
should consume about 2% of its body weight per day in dry matter. About 75% of this feed 
should be derived from forage (hay) and 25% from grain. Oats and sweet feed are the preferred 
grains to feed under emergency conditions because they are least likely to cause nutritional 
problems. 

Total feed intake depends on body size. For example, a 1000-lb horse will require 7.5 lb 
(approximately one fifth of a rectangular bale) of hay and 2.5 lb of grain twice a day. This 
amount should be given to the horse in the morning and in the evening. A horse also requires 
approximately 2% of its body weight in water per day and 1 to 2 ounces of loose salt. All feeding 
requirements are doubled for lactating mares and increased at low temperatures (Tables 29-1 and 
29-2). 

 



Determining the total amount of feed needed for a group of horses starts with estimating the total 
biomass of all horses. Table 29-3 can be used for this purpose. Based on the total biomass of the 
herd, the total amount of hay, grain, water, and salt per day can be calculated. The total biomass 
can also be used to estimate the amount of manure that should be removed each day. Horses 
produce approximately 0.5% of their body weight in manure every day. In addition, the soiled 
bedding material that should be removed is approximately the same amount as the hay fed. 

 


