
Impact of floods on businesses 
In a study of 1079 businesses after the 1993 floods in Iowa, the flooded businesses tended to be 
older businesses. Among those that lost access to services the median duration of service 
interruption in hours was longest for health care providers and related businesses (Table 12-7). 
The most common reasons for closure were loss of water supply, electricity, and sewer and 
wastewater services and a decreased number of customers. These are also essential services for 
all veterinary practices or animal shelters and indicate their vulnerability to disasters. 
 

 
 

 
 



 


