
Losses from Earthquakes 
Several studies have looked at specific disasters and how they affected businesses. After the 
1978 earthquake in Whittier, California, of the over 400 businesses affected, 200 were closed for 
10 days, approximately 100 were closed for up to a month, 60 temporarily relocated, and 30 
never reopened. These are typical statistics for large-scale disasters. Many of the findings are 
applicable to small-scale disasters too. 

In a larger study of business disruption after the Northridge, California, earthquake, business 
owners were asked to complete a survey to describe the extent of damage and costs to their 
business. The most common types of damage are summarized in Tables 12-3 and 12-4. 

 

 
 



 
 


