Power Supply
Power is essential for almost all operations in today’s businesses. In the animal care industry this
includes being able to perform surgery and diagnostic tests, operating the cash register, and
accessing records. Some of the impact of power failure can be mitigated by having manual credit
card machines, printed cost sheets, and pocket calculators handy to be able to charge clients, but
in most cases the only solution for business resumption is to restore power.
Information on how power is supplied can be obtained from the local electricity supply
company. If the priority is low for restoration of power to the business and the anticipated need
for electrical power is high, the business owner should consider securing a generator for
emergencies. Generators can be obtained through contractual agreements with suppliers. A more
reliable solution is to purchase a unit with sufficient power output. A representative from the
electricity company or Cooperative Extension Service can advise on the energy requirements for
the business and the size of generator that would be needed to supply the appropriate amount of
power. Professional electrical contractors should be consulted on how to hook up generators and
install electrical wiring and units. Faulty wiring is a potential cause of fires, and faulty hookup of
generators can lead to electrocution of people at distant sites.
Many farms are in rural areas that have a low priority for restoration of power supply
following a disaster. This is because the reestablishment of power is usually prioritized according
to human population density. Also, many farms are on the peripheries of energy grids and in
some cases are the only consumers in an area. It is important for owners interested in disaster
planning to know the relative priority of their farm for the restoration of power. This important
information can make all the difference between expecting to prepare for a couple of days
without power or planning to be without power, lights, water, heating, and appliance operation
for several weeks.

Agreements can be made with power supply (generator) companies. Generators can be
reserved through several companies, and these will be delivered on a preferential basis in
disasters.
Professional electrical contractors should be consulted on properly installing electrical wiring
and generators. The following table contains information on determining the capacity of a
generator needed to run a business.
Estimating the Capacity of a Generator to Run a Business or Farm

